MEASLES ALERT

54 Cases reported in British Columbia: onset week of March 8, 2010

US exposure occurred at Seattle Aquarium (April 3rd) and McDonald’s on Samish Way in Bellingham (April 4th) 

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

· FEVER low grade at first, increasing ≥104o F as other symptoms develop
· COUGH, CORYZA, CONJUNCTIVITIS  ≤24 hours after onset of fever, precedes onset of rash by 2-4 days
· RASH maculo-papular rash beginning on face, spreads to torso
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Isolate  patients immediately if possible. Use droplet and contact precautions. Infectious period is from 4 days prior to onset of rash to 4 days after rash appears.
Protect  staff and other patients by placing simple face mask on patients. Health care workers should wear gowns, gloves and N-95 respirators.
Diagnose  by obtaining specimens for viral culture and serology.
Report  to your local health district or call the ID State Communications at  (800) 632-8000 when suspecting measles. Measles is notifiable within 24 hours in Idaho. 
